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Dista Products Company 
A Division of Eli Lilly and Company 
Lilly Corporate Center 
Indianapolis, Indiana 46285 
June 17, 1991 
Dear Doctor: 


A fringe group headquartered in California, the Church of Scientology, has mounted a smear cam- 
paign through a series of advertisements in USA Today. This action represents an unprecedented 
attack on psychiatric medicine and on Eli Lilly and Company and its products. 


The ad campaign is scientology’s response to the May 6 Time magazine cover story that labeled 
scientology “The Thriving Cult of Greed and Power.” The Time exposé revealed the true nature of 
this group and described its activities as “a ruthless global scam.” The Time article and a page-one 
report in the April 19 issue of The Wall Street Journal disclosed the fact that scientology and one of its 
front groups, the Citizens Commission on Human Rights (CCHR), are the primary sources of the 
unfounded attacks on Prozac®, the Lilly antidepressant medication. The exposé also revealed the 
group’s long history of opposition to the practice of psychiatry and psychiatric medicine, an opposition 
driven by the fact that scientology competes with psychiatry by selling programs based on its own 
philosophy. 


As you are aware, depression is a serious, widespread, debilitating, and often life-threatening disease 
that is believed to be caused in some cases by a chemical imbalance in the brain. It is frequently 
marked by thoughts of suicide and by suicide itself. But depression is treatable with drug therapy and 
appropriate professional care. 


Eli Lilly and Company is extremely concerned about the effects on patients of these attacks on the 
modern medical treatment of depression and other emotional and mental illnesses. We find these 
actions of the scientologists unconscionable. Many patients who might be helped are being frightened 
away from seeing you and from seeking appropriate and effective treatment from competent health 
care professionals like you. They are left vulnerable by fear and doubt. 


~ We urge you, as a member of the health care community, to help your patients understand the true 
motives of the scientologists and understand the safety and efficacy of Prozac. The United States Food 
and Drug Administration and more than 50 other regulatory agencies around the world have found 
Prozac to be safe and effective on the basis of scientific clinical trials involving tens of thousands of 
individuals. The thousands of psychiatrists and other physicians who have prescribed Prozac with 
confidence for more than 4 million patients are further testimony to its safety and efficacy. 
The full prescribing information for Prozac accompanies this letter for your information. 
Sincerely, 
DISTA PRODUCTS COMPANY 


Prozac® (fluoxetine hydrochloride, Dista) 
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